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sometimes foment these disputes, and make
grants of their tributary's lands in the plains, for
the aggrandizement of a hill Raja ; whose name
would thus be added to the list of subjects. Or-
dinarily, however, the Soobas did not interfere in
the management of the affairs of this remote
tract. The Rajas, therefore, were at perfect
liberty to pursue their old system; and such
continued to be the state of this frontiex*, until
the low countries fell under the British dominion,
and the hills were gradually overrun by the
Nipulesc, and consolidated by them into one
sovereignty.

The British government, assimilating its con-
duct to that of its predecessors, did not interfere
with the possessions of the Rajas in the plains;
but contented itself with a money-tribute, or at
least with a composition for the rights asserted by
the Moghuls, which becoming fixed in amount at
the perpetual settlement, may be so described*

The Goorkhas, on the other hand, as each

*

Raja in the hills successively fell before them,
exterminated the family; and, becoming heir to
all its possessions, took -up likewise the old Raja's
claims and contests with his neighbours. This
brought them into contact with our Zemindars,
who were, of course, unable to maintain them-
selves against such an - enemy, and generally
therefore had to resign the object in dispute; for,